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Thus the first sparks of the coming revolution weie trampled out But though quenched and to be again quenched with fiercer struggles, it was to sniouldei and smoke and burst out time aftei time, till its work was done Revolution could not lestoie the ancient character of the Roman nation, but it could check the progress of decay by burning away the moie coriupted parts of it It could destioy the aristocracy and the constitution which they had de-piaved, and under other forms preserve for a few more centunes the Roman dominion Scipio Afri-camis, when he heard in Spain of the end of his brother-in-law, exclaimed " May all who act as he did pensh like him I " Theie were to be victims enough and to spare before the bloody drama was played out Quiet lasted foi ten yeais, and then, piecisely when he had leached his biother's age, Caius Giac-chus came forward to avenge him, and carry the movement through anothei stage Young Caius had been left one of the commissioneis of the land law, and it is particularly noticeable that though the author of it had been killed, the law had survived him, being too clearly right and politic in itself to be openly set aside For two years the commissioneiB had continued to work, and in that time forty thousand families were settled on various paita of the ag&r publicus^ which the patricians had been compelled to lesign This was all which they could do The displacement of one set of inhabitants and the introduction of another could not be accomplished without quarrels, complaints, and peihaps some injustice Those who were ejected weie always exasperated Those who euteied on possession were not always satisfied. The conimissioneis became unpop-